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In animal bodies there are three distinct periods or epochs,?viz. of formation, of growth, and of decay. The less perfect animals cease to exist as soon as they have attained their full growth, and become capable of propagating their species: the act which marks the perfection of their development is but the prelude to their destruction. In the higher animals, however, a longer or shorter period elapses after they are no longer capable of procreating their species; a period of gradual decay and progressive exhaustion of all the powers of life. This period is longer in man than in any other animal, and presents some phenomena which are well deserving of attention. Dr. Mehliss has chosen two of these as the subjects of his work: the assumption of the characters of the male by aged females, and the reappearance of the characteristics of youth in the aged of both sexes: to the former he gives the name of Virilescence, to the latter that of Rejuvenescence. He 2. The changes take place gradually, obey the laws to which the development of the same parts in the male is subject, and follow the same order.
3. In all the individuals which have exhibited the phenomena of virilescence, the characters of their own sex were already fully developed; the greater number, too, had been fruitful; and it is only in some individuals of the human species that the power of reproduction has been wanting.
4. The appearance of virilescence was, in all cases, attended either by an entire loss, or a remarkable diminution of the power of reproduction; and, as the virilescence increased, the power of reproduction diminished, at length entirely disappeared, and never returned. 
